From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: A Plea for politeness and gentility
Message-ID:  <9509301029.aa27494@jackatak.theporch.com>

Gang-

Sat, 30 Sep 1995 00:39:59 -0500 (CDT) Filip Gieszczykiewicz 
<filip@alpha.smi.med.pitt.edu> ended a post about a web site with 
loads of BoatAnchors with....

> P.S. Please flame via private e-mail ;-)
PLEASE DON'T... This list is a wonderous place, in large part because 
of the good manners and gentility we all show to each other.

Flaming and other electronic violence and terrorism just have NO place 
on or about this reflector... we make that point quite clear in the
welcome message:

3.   As in most polite societies, we deplore the use of
electronic violence such as flames, personal attacks, and long-
winded diatribes of any type. Please be courteous and polite. We
think this mailing list has one of the highest signal-to-noise
ratios on the InterNet and we want to keep it that way!

 Just do NOT do it.

11.   Again, welcome to Boatanchors!
And thanks for making this the best list on the InterNet...
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com     ----    listown@jackatak.theporch.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: Att. Military collectors
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509301220.A2275-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>

I have a German made AN/ PRC-10-GY with accessories for sale.
Manufactured by :

Siemens & Halske.

Price 130 dlrs shipped surface mail.

73  rag  oz8ro



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Brand spanking new Meissner EX Signal Shifter test flies
Message-ID: <199509300701.CAA08429@zoom.bga.com>

A couple of months ago, I mentioned I'd scooped a couple of EX Signal
Shifter parts units, and planned to come up with a working one.  

Well, the great day has come.  I took the cleaner chassis, stripped it
down completely, rounded up enough capacitors, chokes, and turret parts
to build one, cleaned them up.  All new wiring, all new little
resistors and caps.  Looks nice.  

Fired it up, and I am getting output, but it is low.  One problem I
have is that I don't have the correct schematic for it, so don't know
what value resistor should be in the oscillator grid leak.  I consulted
my ouija board and put in the highest value (150K) that made any sense,
because that was what was in both old units (highly modified) as a grid
leak.  I suspect it should be somewhere between 20K and 40K.  This is a
value that would have been selected in design testing, and while I can
experiment with the thing and probably home in on a suitable value, it
would be nice to know what was originally supposed to be there.  

Anybody know what value the grid leak resistor is supposed to be on an
EX Signal Shifter?

I have, thus far, only brought the thing up to see if it would work and
done a cursory tweakup on it.  Other things being equal, I'll have to
get out the wavemeter and scope and start looking at signal levels.  At
least I've got signal, so that's a good sign.  I thought I was in fat
city in that both parts units had 6U5/6G5's in them, but it's obvious
that they were left in the units because they are dim-dim-dim.  Ought
to chase down a new 6V6 and 807 for the thing, but the rest of it is
either like new or brand new.  
-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Bill.Cohn@precision.chigate.com (Bill Cohn)
Subject: Collins Audio Products?
Message-ID: <cb7_9509292259@chigate.fidonet.org>


J>I recently picked up a old broadcast radio cabinet that had been refitted
J>with a Collins Audio Products Co. AM/FM mono tuner and a separate small audio
J>amp.  There is no identification other than what is on the slide rule dial.
J> It appears to be from the late 50's, possibly a kit, from the look of the
J>hardware and modular construction.  Does anyone have any information on this
J>company?  Were they a consumer division of Collins Radio?

I found ads in mid 50s issues of Radio/Electronic and Radio and TV news
for Collins Audio. They made modular components for the home Hifi
builder. The tuners and preamps were in building block format. I do not
think there was any relationship between the two companies.

73 de N9MHT Bill
---
 * OLXWin 1.00a * My poor man's Collins is an SB102


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Randyc3@aol.com
Subject: Foothill Swap in October?
Message-ID: <950930102318_69661807@emout05.mail.aol.com>

Is it on this month? Heard that Sept was last month this year.  


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net>
Subject: FOR SALE: MINT BC-1023A and SHOCK MOUNT FT-161
Message-ID: <199509301222.AA09179@northshore.ecosoft.com>

Hello All (especially WW-II military radio enthusiasts)\
I just found a MINT BC-1023A radio receiver complete with the FT-161
shock mount.  Also I have the original documentation.

This seems to be a 62-80 Mc marker beacon signal receiver used in the old
Army instrument landing system,  It appears to be pretty useless as-is,
but if someone wants it, I'll let it go for $35.00 plus UPS or swap for
something more in line with my interests.

73,

Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1
mc@shore.net


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk>
Subject: FS Antique test instrument
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509301153.A939-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk>

I am reducing my inventory of old instruments and am prepared to part with:
British

Evershed's Patent " Bridge-Megger", testing set with direct reading 
resistance box.

It is with brass and mahogony. No year, but it is believed to by from the 
turn of the century.  Instructions inside the cover.

Reg.trade mark  "MEGGER " !

Asking 260 dlrs plus shipping.

73  Rag  OZ8RO




From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re:  FW: SX-111
Message-ID: <9509292151.AA07972@bock.ih.att.com>

Well I don't know how Hallicrafters designers think,
but a notch rejection filter was a very valuable feature in the transition
days when AM signals still coexisted with SSB (as they do once again today, yeah!).
So to cut out the notch on SSB would be a big mistake.

Also CW operators would use a notch to get rid of *one* major interfering signal.

BTW, I was a little miffed by Moore's book saying that rx design "regressed a little"
with the popularity of Q-mults in the '50s.  These are great for peaking the desired
CW signal and eliminating Am and commercial RTTY heterodynes from SSB.
Maybe Moore never used 40m....73, mike k w9nrd


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@eng.umd.edu>
Subject: Hammerlund info
Message-ID: <199509301253.IAA00827@cappuccino.eng.umd.edu>

coils for comet pros:
directions for winding coils for comet pros appear in
the Official Short Wave Radio Manual by H. Gernsback. Also
included is a dial calibration graph. The information
is contained in 2 pages, 156-157. e-mail me if you need
copies.


Some one asked how to tell which model of super pro his
friend wanted to sell. Look at the tubes. If the tubes are a
mixture of 6K7s and 6SK7s , it is a 200 series. If the tubes
are a mixture of 6K7s and 6D6s it is a 100 series. If the
RF, Mixer and Osc are 6D6,6D6,6A7,6C6 it is the first of
the super pro line.

Hammerlunds first name was lloyd or floyd. His father Oscar
came from the old country.
Philip McCoy  dgnova@glue.umd.edu


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: History Question
Message-ID: <199509300218.AA03438@metronet.com>

> > seen reference to Hammarlund as being the source of the word. May we
> > take this as the `definitive' answer? 
> 
> Probably not.  In fact, this is the first I've heard of this version.  
> But it makes an interesting story.
> 
  I would guess, safely, that Hammarlund is a Swedish surname.  Lund is
  the Swedish word for land I think.  Hammar is part of Swedish names.
  Any one besides me remember the Sedish diplomat Dab Hammarshuld ?

-- 

73 de K5RW     - Neal McEwen                    - Richardson, TX (Dallas)
  ******** I collect old telgraph and wireless telegraph keys  *********
HomeNet        - nmcewen@metronet.com           - OS/2 tcp/ip SLIP
HomePage       - http://fohnix.metronet.com/~nmcewen/techno_weenies.html


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: History Question
Message-ID: <9509292108.AA07937@bock.ih.att.com>

Well, I'd heard "HAM" came from Hiram Percy Maxim, but I'd believe that
if his middle name ahd been Alan, maybe...

Then I've heard it was the cockney British pronunication of "hamateur radio".
Do Brits in fact call us hams, in the land of the Wadley Loop?

I can see "those guys playing wiht Hammarlund set" to "playing wiht Ham sets"
to "Hammers" to "Hams" ....
except weren't a lot of guys doing "Nat" radio instead?

Maybe wealthy hams should be called Collies? ^-)  73, mike k w9nrd


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: History Question
Message-ID: <84763.ddillman@igc.apc.org>

On Fri, 29 Sep 1995 14:04:28 -0500 (CDT), 
Steve Ellington   <n4lq@iglou.com> wrote:

>As a cloud drifted across the full moon, Robert gingerly walked across 
>the field as he does every evening. Suddenly the ground beneath him began 
>to quake.

Wow.  And I thought *I* led an active fantasy life.  Great!


Best Regards,

Dick Dillman/WPE2VT
<ddillman@igc.apc.org>
San Francisco


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com>
Subject: Re: History Question
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950929235315.5612B-100000@iglou>

> Well, I'd heard "HAM" came from Hiram Percy Maxim, but I'd believe that
> if his middle name ahd been Alan, maybe...
> I can see "those guys playing wiht Hammarlund set" to "playing wiht Ham sets"
> to "Hammers" to "Hams" ....

Usually, such things as this are not hard to trace especially something 
so recent in history. You scholars of boatanchors should be more 
spiritually minded and think back to the first "HAM" in recorded history. 
He was one of Noah's three sons, Shem, Ham and Japeth. Could there be a 
link here? Well, think about it and let's get back to tubes and stuff.

  Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Re: History Question 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950929231604.jproc@>


> Source of nickname " Ham" applied to amateur radio operators. Sale 
>includes seen reference to Hammarlund as being the source of the word. May 
>>we take this as the `definitive' answer? 

I'm not sure, but here is version of the gospel:

People who did everything themselves in the 20's and 30's became known as 
Home Amateur Mechanics and this was especially applicable to those who  
built their own radios or repaired their own cars. Eventually, the term 
seems to have stuck to those who built their own radios and was later  
shortened to HAM. Certainly sounds logical to me.

Regards, 
------------------------------------
Jerry Proc  VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida, Toronto Ontario 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: rsmits@ham.island.net (Robert Smits)
Subject: Re: History Question
Message-ID: <092995221619Rnf0.79b6@ham.island.net>

Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com writes:

>Well, I'd heard "HAM" came from Hiram Percy Maxim, but I'd believe that
>if his middle name ahd been Alan, maybe...
>

The story as related in some of the old mags was that Maxim and two of his
buddies at college had an amateur radio station. In the early days you 
could use any call you wished - they used their initials to come up with 
H.A.M.

During WW1, all amateur radio was shut down, of course. After the War, the
U.S. Senate was having hearings to decide whether to allow the amateurs to
operate AT ALL. Maxim was one of a number of amateurs who appeared at the 
hearings, and described his station, H.A.M. 

One of the senators was apparently quite impressed and spoke out in favour
of the little H.A.M. station being allowed to continue, and the rest is 
history.

I have NO idea HOW true this is, but it's easily as possible as some of 
the theories I've heard, and more likely than most....


73, Bob, VE7HS

-- 
rsmits@ham.island.net (Robert Smits)

``What is dangerous about extremists is not that they are extreme, but
 that they are intolerant.  The evil is not what they say about their
 cause, but what they say about their opponents.'' -- Robert F. Kennedy


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: bkh@bwab.se
Subject: History Questions
Message-ID: <199509301247.NAA11819@mailbox.swip.net>

The other day I came across a series of articles in a 
Swedish paper about communications receivers in general
and Hammarlund in particular. Part of the series was a 
translation from a original from Lloyd A Hammarlund, 
originally published in RIC News 2/59.  (RIC ??)

It may not be a known fact in US, that the founder of 
Hammarlund, Oscar Hammarlund was born in Sweden around 1860
and emigrated to US 1882, was then employed by Elgin Watch
Company, Western Electric in Chicago and Gray National Company.

28 years after his arrival into US, 50 years old he started
the business 1910 in New York. 
 
According to this article the word HAM came from the three 
first letters in Hammarlund due to the popularity of radiokits
that his company sold from 1925 and into the 30:s

The article has no information when Oscar Hammarlund passed away,
maybe some of you BA:s know when and how.

Another question without an answer is, in what relationsship
Lloyd Hammarlund was to Oscar Hammarlund, was he a son or
a grandson ??

BTW Hammarlund is a fairly common name in Sweden.

KS0F wrote in a posting 29 sept 1995 that the term HAM
possibly came from scandinavia. To the best of my knowledge,
HAM has no meaning in the Swedish language.  

73 de SM7BKH Bengt Wilander  bkh@bwab.se




From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: KS0F@aol.com
Subject: Re: History Questions
Message-ID: <950930104314_33073832@emout05.mail.aol.com>

Gentlemen,
     I have no information on the origin of the word other than what
I mentioned about reading years ago. I want to make one more
post and answer the above. My thought is that if it did in fact 
originate in EU it is entirely possible that the English word HAM
came as a translation. The possibility that HAM was a less than
complimentary term appears to me as quite reasonable. A fella
I know has called us HAM's pork butts for years. Could be pork 
butt (maybe even worse, in a pigs__________) was the original
or something like it synthesized down in time to the English word
HAM. If the story about HPM was true, there might be archival
info in the senate archives. It would be neat to know the origin but
I doubt it would be worth the effort. I noticed that most feel that
what they have posted from printed matter of the past is possible
because it is printed in history. Not everything ever printed or 
written is necessarily accurate. I personally lean toward the origin
as a derrogatory term since I have a neighbor who constantly refers
to me as a lower orafice due to my radio activity. (Don't start on
the Radio Active stuff now,,,,,I was talking about being on the air)

                                                  G'day KS0F

"If you have no hopes or dreams and have lost your imagination,
 go ahead and jump. Your done."
                                                   Michael D. Sanders
    1995  


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: Re: History Questions
Message-ID: <950930111222_69670389@emout06.mail.aol.com>

In a message dated 95-09-30 08:49:37 EDT, you write:

>Another question without an answer is, in what relationsship
>Lloyd Hammarlund was to Oscar Hammarlund, was he a son or
>a grandson ??
>
>

Lloyd was Oscar's son, Lloyd's son was Frazer who ( at last known time) lives
in Florida



thanks for your time

robert fowle


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: HQ Ghostr
Message-ID: <199509300214.AA02829@metronet.com>

> 
> The fact that 7 trailer loads of stuff were dumped in a landfill 20 years
> ago and covered over and became a football field is a great story. It
> leaves lots of room for us dreamers to conjure up middle of the night
> adventures about "buried treasure" and digging up the "mother load"
> under the 50 yard line!  

     Perhaps when you are recovering Hammarlund treasures, you will
     find Jimmy Hoffa !!

> I read years ago about turn of the century European ops, I think
> scandanavians coining the term HAM. Probably describing the
> "fist" of another op. Predecessor to LID??

   Actually, "lid" predates "ham".  Telegraph operators used a tobacco
   tin placed between the sounder and resonator box to give their sound
   a distintive note in a room full of sounders, or to help amplify
   the sounder if they had other duties accross the room, down the hall,
   or out on the depot platform.  Some veteran operations thought this
   was a crutch of sorts and made fun of the tobacco tine and the way
   the "lid" was used to tune the sound.
-- 

73 de K5RW     - Neal McEwen                    - Richardson, TX (Dallas)
  ******** I collect old telgraph and wireless telegraph keys  *********
HomeNet        - nmcewen@metronet.com           - OS/2 tcp/ip SLIP
HomePage       - http://fohnix.metronet.com/~nmcewen/techno_weenies.html


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: Joshua Prepares His Horns.
Message-ID: <199509300238.AA07438@metronet.com>

> The market for any collectable, be it baseball cards or
> BAs, runs a bell curve.  30-50 year-olds yearn for their
> youth and spark demand.  Speculators begin buying to resell
> at a profit.  People who have not saved enough for retirement
> begin calling their collectables "investments," hoping
> to be rescued.  As the 30-50 crowd that was interested in
> the "collectables" runs out of mad money, has their yearning
> for their youth satisfied or is simply priced out of the market,
> traders and dealers begin feeding off each other with
> ever escalating prices until demand inevitably collapses.
> A small core of collectors and dealers remain, but demand
> and prices never fully recover.
> 
This is an interesting theory.  I have never really put as much thought
into this as Dave has, but I've had the same feeling in my gut for a long
time.  I collect telegraph keys.  My specialty, sort of, is bugs.  I am
really a sucker for a bug.  There is a very good reason for that.  I grew
up on a bug.  A bug is what you graduate to after you've surpased the
capabilities of a hand key. I used one from about age 15 to age 27 or so.
It was in my blood.  So, the big question I have is, "will anyone that never
really used a bug be prone to colleting them ?"  And I answer myself, 
"probably not" or "probably not with the same zeal".  I do have lots
of keys that are much older than me, some 120 years old.  But I just
don't quite get that "silly putty" feeling looking at them as when I look
at a classic bug.  So, I am probably paying more for bugs than I can ever
hope to recover from them.  But I guess that's OK.  They give me pleasure,
and I hope that I have not sacrificed my future !!      
          
When I was active in the local AWA chapter, I followed the prices of wireless
collectables.  (You have to be REAL old to have fond memories of these items.)
The prices that I have seen lately for wireless items don't seem to be more
that inflation would bear, sometimes less.  Perhaps the peak of the bell
curve for wireless items has REALLY passed.  I guess I should define
wireless items:  crystal detectors, loose couplers, spark gaps, spark keys,
and other items related to ham and commerial communications before the advent
of CW.

So, I would say there is some merit to Dave's theory.  Anyone else have
fellings about this as related to keys and wireless collectables ?

-- 

73 de K5RW     - Neal McEwen                    - Richardson, TX (Dallas)
  ******** I collect old telgraph and wireless telegraph keys  *********
HomeNet        - nmcewen@metronet.com           - OS/2 tcp/ip SLIP
HomePage       - http://fohnix.metronet.com/~nmcewen/techno_weenies.html


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Joshua Prepares His Horns.
Message-ID: <84758.ddillman@igc.apc.org>

On Fri, 29 Sep 1995 12:41:34 -0500 (CDT), 
Bill Smith   <bilsmith@crl.com> wrote:

>Very interesting post, and I agree with your hyphothesis to a large 
>extent.  BUT, must say that a record (by a large measure) 43 people 
>checked into West Coast AMI net on 3870 kHz this last Wednesday at 9:00pm.

Just a note to say, as if you didn't know, that there are many more 
non-transmitting participants in the AMI net.  I myself was listening 
last Wednesday, having a great ol' time switching between the SX-28A, 
GPR-90RX and R-390A (the '28A wins) and enjoying the better than 
average conditions.  The best part for me is the information about the 
gear everyone is using.

Some day a new location will permit a 75 meter antenna here, or any 
type of antenna for that matter.  'Till then, I'll enjoy just 
listening.


Best Regards,

Dick Dillman/WPE2VT
<ddillman@igc.apc.org>
San Francisco


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins)
Subject: Re:  Joshua Prepares His Horns.
Message-ID: <9509300612.AA09754@texan.frco.com>

Great article, Dave.  I do hope your medical problems leave you with
a new respect for life, but _alive_.

Thumbing through Antique Radio Classified with this perspective, I
see a Regency TR1 black, no cracks - $450, followed by a Wanted:
Sony TR-52, offering $1,500.  This is baby boomer stuff, right?
Meanwhile, the Aeriola Senior with a WD-11 hangs in there at $150.
Then there is the circa 1914 spark transmitter for $1000.  Some old
things hold their value pretty well.  I think it is because some
things represent a step in technology, and appear in all the history
books.  You don't have to have operated a spark transmitter in your
youth to consider offering a grand for one (I restrained myself :-).

BTW, there is a gentleman offering a complete Hallicrafters station
with a HT44, SX117, and P150 speaker/power supply for $500.  Call
Harold LaRoche at 713 370-3451.  I got ARC yesterday, first class
mail.  He also offers transmitting tubes.

Bill Hawkins  bill@bvc.frco.com  612 895-2085  Minneapolis, MN  USA



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Filip Gieszczykiewicz <filip@alpha.smi.med.pitt.edu>
Subject: Must-See WWW site
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.90.950930013221.23230B-100000@alpha.smi.med.pitt.edu>


Greetings. I was looking for some info on mods to a Tandy
SW receiver when I found this WWW site. It's HUGE. It has
a number of BA entries - complete with pictures and
histories. I hope it appears in the FAQ for this group at
some point - if only as a reference to the info therein.

URL: http://itre.uncecs.edu/radio/

Have fun! BTW, it helps if you have a graphical browser... some
of those links are heavy with images. But not all.

Take care.

P.S. Please flame via private e-mail ;-)


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: KS0F@aol.com
Subject: Re: NC300 vhf converters
Message-ID: <950930002628_32896086@mail06.mail.aol.com>

Long ago, far away, back in the days of yore I owned the complete
assembly you talk of. (still have photos of them) The National box
full of converters worked very well with the NC 300. Their sensitivity
was nothing to sneeze at. Somethings wrong. Good luck.
                                                 73 de KS0F



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Need SP600 Help/Advice
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950930015748.gyoungma@gyoungma.gtetel.com>

Can anyone experienced with the SP600 (this one's a JX-17) tell me if it is 
NORMAL for there to be an extremely high internal receiver noise level on the 
single conversion bands (1,2,3  .54-7.4MHz)??

It seems to be worse on band 2 (1.34-3.45) and varies throughout the band 
being less at the high end, and terrible right smack dab on 160 meters (of 
course!).  The receiver is nice and quiet on the double conversion bands -- 
like I would have expected it to be everywhere.  If I set the audio output 
meter at 0 dB reference on the high bands, the internal (NO antenna) noise in 
the range of 160 runs between +10 and +15 dB on the meter -- quite a large 
change!  

It does hear on 160 -- but not as well as the trusty HQ-180A.  WWV at 2.5MHz 
is good and strong on the HQ180A, but puny and noisy on the SP.  It has been 
aligned by the book and all the tubes checked/swapped.  None of the alignment 
points are "dead", which seems to rule out the RF/IF transformers in the front 
end. This background noise is about as bad on 80 meters.

The source of the noise is somewhere between the antenna and the 455KHz Gate 
(V7).  THe following kill the noise -- pulling V7, pulling the 1st oscillator 
(V4 - 6C4) or switching to the 1st osc selector to EXT, and pulling the 1st 
mixer (V3 - 6BE6).  So I know its in the front end somewhere.  Neither of the 
RF amps have much effect.

I'd believe there's a problem in the RF strip or perhaps the coil sets in the 
turret, but its (1) ALL the single conversion bands and (2) there's no 
indication  of the problem above 7.4MHz.  No "visual" problem with the turret 
assemblies.  There are only a half-dozen black tubulars in the receiver and 
I've subjected the two in the vicinity of the Gate to an insulation resistance 
test and they're not leaky (>10K Meg).  Resistance and voltage checks on the 
Gate are right in line with the manual.

Still, it sort of behaves like its the 1st mixer/osc.  The fact that it is 
only there when the Gate is active, points there, too -- but the stage checks 
ok, and swapping tubes has no effect.  So I'm getting really mixed signals 
about where the problem is -- assuming there is a problem.

Maybe this is just the way it is (??).  Anyone have a suggestion?  I must be 
overlooking something obvious.

Thanks .. Grant/NQ5T

-------------------------------------
Grant Youngman -- NQ5T

Once upon a time (and maybe again): K5VCM
  and for a while W0JXE, KH6HHC, WB4BBD

gyoungma@gtetel.com
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: n6nae@ix.netcom.com (Richard Humphrey )
Subject: RE: Noise
Message-ID: <199509300534.WAA29110@ix7.ix.netcom.com>

Bill Hawkins wrote about a noise he is hearing on HF from BC to 30 
megs.  The clue I think is that the antenna runs to the garage.  I get 
a similar crud, spaced about every 80 kHz, throughout the spectrum.  
Sounds like a broadband buzz.  I haven't scoped it to see what it looks 
like.

If you have a garage door opener, try unplugging it.  My Genie door 
opener radiates quite badly.  The IR photoelectric safety gizmo which 
keeps the door from closing if there is something in the way is at 
fault.  There is a transmitter module on one side of the door, and a 
receiver module on the other.  An IR beam shines across, and if broken, 
the door can't be closed.  The beam is modulated to prevent ambient 
light from jamming the system.  They use a Sony remote control chip to 
create some digital hash on the beam.  Tricky, but not HF receiver 
friendly.  

I've tried a bunch of things to shut it up, but the only thing that 
works well is unplugging it while I listen.  I swear, if it isn't one 
thing, it's another!
Richard
N6NAE
n6nae@ix.netcom.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths)
Subject: Re: Rotary switch repair
Message-ID: <199509300236.TAA15067@desiree.teleport.com>

A standard item found in each Tektronix Service Center in the mid-'60s was a
switch repair kit for fixing Oak wafer switches.  In the field you could
remove a contact, wiper, or tie point by using some very small, sharp,
close-cutting diagonal wire cutters to cut the rivet.  You then took a new
part from the kit and installed it in place of the original part with a new
rivet and a special rivet crimping tool.  For field repairs that is all that
was ever needed.  Back in the factory, there was a more extensive area where
you could acually cut a new piece for the center and make an entire new
wafer.  This was needed to fix the occasional manufacturing defect in an Oak
switch.

God, I wish I knew what land-fill that stuff was thrown into!  With those
tools and a few parts, you could fabricate new bandswitches today, if you
had to.

Stan  W7NI@teleport.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Re: Rotary switch repair
Message-ID: <199509300645.BAA07620@zoom.bga.com>

As Stan Griffiths said
> 
> A standard item found in each Tektronix Service Center in the mid-'60s was a
> switch repair kit for fixing Oak wafer switches.  In the field you could
> remove a contact, wiper, or tie point by using some very small, sharp,
> close-cutting diagonal wire cutters to cut the rivet.  You then took a new
> part from the kit and installed it in place of the original part with a new
> rivet and a special rivet crimping tool.  For field repairs that is all that
> was ever needed.  Back in the factory, there was a more extensive area where
> you could acually cut a new piece for the center and make an entire new
> wafer.  This was needed to fix the occasional manufacturing defect in an Oak
> switch.
> 
When I worked in Tek engineering, we had a stock of Oak switch parts
from which you could make up your own, any configuration you wanted.  

Actually, prototyping at Tek was very easy.  I recall, on the 545B,
getting a 545A frame from production that had been built up without any
vertical amplifier installed, and unpunched sheet metal for the 545A
vertical amplifier, to prototype a new amplifier.  Of course, we got to
get the box that came from manufacturing working first.  Once we got
something working, we'd then have parts made so that we could have a
few prototypes built.  The next thing that happened always was that a
prototype would head off to a trade show, complete with a custom-made
front panel cover.  

There was a big cartoon sheet that floated around about
"Tentative-tronix Tentative Scopes" because so many prototypes ended up
at trade shows to test the market reaction.  It had a Tek field
engineer carrying the message about the latest Tentative-tronix product
to a customer, with bells, whistles, sparklers, and the customer
heaving into the wastebasket, which didn't slow the Tek guy down a bit.
There was also a bit about calling on the direct line to the customer
service back-order dept. to order a cathode follower probe----probe
now, cathode follows, two weeks (I'd be thrilled to get a P80 on that
deal right now).  And anyway, whats the matter with you, if you don't
like 50 ohms (sampling scopes had 50 ohm inputs unless you used CF
probes).  

I still recall that there was some medical application for which one of
Tek's standard scopes was ideal, but the M.D.'s wouldn't buy it.
Instead, they were buying some "made for doctors by doctors" box that
had a black crackle cabinet, lousy grounding, and an old 5BP1 CRT,
because it was marked with MD language.  Next thing you know, some
custom-made front panel covers went out to somebody to swap with what
was normally on the scope (about a half hour job to change), completely
engraved with made for doctors by doctors markings.  

Back to the Oak switches, I still call all wafer switches Oak switches,
although a lot of them were made by Centralab and other manufacturers.
Oak manufacturing is still making switches, and I imagine you could get
some of this from them----if you were willing to pay through the nose,
or promise order of hundreds of wafers to follow on.  

-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu>
Subject: Source of Ham
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950929210300.4839A-100000@kahuna>

Well, here's the first recorded use of `ham' in QST:

"'HAM'" (page 9) describes the origin of the word *ham*. To this I 
add that the word *ham* first appears in *QST* (as reported in a 
Sep 1966 Stray [p 83] and confirmed by A Quick Look At The Real 
Thing) the article "Rottenest Luck Ever" by El Amateur, November 
1916. The paragraph reads, "Say fellow 'Hams,' doesn't this beat 
'em all? If any of you have ever heard of any worse luck than this 
I think we should all greatly enjoy reading it."

[they're refering to page 9 of the Operating Manual]


Jeff NH6IL


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins)
Subject: SSB Converters
Message-ID: <9509300634.AA09779@texan.frco.com>

I've seen lots of stuff advertised here, and in HTYS, and in ARC, and
in ER - but I've not seen a boatanchor SSB converter.  That includes
the CV-157, CV-591, and CV-1758.  Well, there was one offer of a 157,
but I bid low because I really want one I can lift, and that doesn't
have 3 large mechanical filters that go/are bad.  What's the story?
Are they so rare that they are snapped up within milliseconds of going
on sale?  Or are they so useful that anyone who has one wouldn't think
of selling it?

Bill Hawkins  bill@bvc.frco.com  612 895-2085  Minneapolis, MN  USA



From boatanchors@theporch.com Sat Sep 30 11:39:00 1995
From: Sandra L Knepper <slkst29+@pitt.edu>
Subject: Re: Unbuilt kits
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509301100.B5840-0100000@unixs3.cis.pitt.edu>

On the subject of Heathkits.  My father bought me a DX-100 when I was 
only 16.  He did not tell me he was ordering it and when it arrived, I 
was dumbfounded.  I never imagined Dad would spend $200 which in those 
days was a lot of money.  Well, guess who spent the most fun putting that 
kit together - yes, it was my Dad.  Still have that rig and all those 
memories sitting at the kitchen table watching Dad assemble that rig.

Dave, W3BJZ


